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DAUGHTERS DAY CHAIR
Message from Dr. Vivian Abboud, Chair of Daughters Day
On behalf of the Daughters Day Committee, I welcome you all to this
year’s fifth Daughters Day. Daughters Day celebrates the lives, contributions and achievements of all daughters. The day’s event, August 27th at
City Hall, include a proclamation of Daughters Day, daughters of the year
award presentations, information fair and other activities, messages of
support, and entertainment by Asani and Afrah Al Majd, as well as the
keynote presentation by Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish.
We all are committed to collaborating, advocating, and advancing the interests of all daughters locally, nationally and internationally. Let us remember that gender discrimination or discrimination of any sort is unacceptable and the elimination of gender discrimination and violence in our society is everyone’s business.
This year, we are taking the opportunity to applaud Alberta’s Premier Rachel Notley for her leadership
in advancing the equal and full participation of women in all aspects of life including the creation of the
first ministry for women and a gender balanced cabinet in Alberta. And we are honoured to recognize
our Premier with a special Daughters Day award.
We believe it is time for reconciliation and it is time to heal and create a civil society that promotes,
supports and enhances the dignity of all its members. We wish to thank the Daughters Day founders:
Gurcharan S. Bhatia, Satya Das, Charan Khehra, and the late Didar S. Pannu for their vision. We thank
our advisors, committee, media, elders jury, partner organizations, sponsors, donors, volunteers, and all
levels of government for their continuing support.
We wish to express our gratitude to the Indo-Canadian Women’s Association as our partner. Also we
would like to thank Imperial Equities, AUPE Women’s Committee, Norquest College, and SAHAARA
for their generous contributions and support for Daughters Day. And finally, I would like to convey
congratulations to the six 2016 Daughters of the Year: Michelle Plouffe, Teresa Spinelli, Yazmin Juarez,
Dama Diriye, Linar Dahir and Shawna Grimes. Please join me in celebrating them on this special day.
Sincerely,

Dr. Vivian Abboud
Chair, Daughters Day
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Message from Mita Das, President, Canadians for a Civil Society
A very warm welcome to you all to the fifth annual Daughters Day, the flagship project of
Canadians for a Civil Society, in partnership with Indo-Canadian Women’s Association.
This year, we are pleased to thank Daughters Day Founder Charan Khehra for his steadfast,
principled and wise stewardship as Chair of Daughters Day since its inception, and to welcome
Dr. Vivian Abboud, who succeeds as Chair from this year.
We held our first event outdoors in Churchill Square Five years ago. We gathered on the
traditional territory of Treaty Six, marked by the flag outside City Hall. Since then, we have
used the principles and values that guide Daughters Day to a broader range of endeavors to
advance human rights for all. Most recently, we embarked on the first of a three year venture
called Building Empathy Conquering Empathy, in partnership with MacEwan university,
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, Indo-Canadian Women’s Association and broad
community support, we were led by India’s Daughter filmmaker Leslee Udwin in considering
Reconciliation and Empathy as the framework of building a more civil and inclusive society.
Now, as we embark on what is becoming an established annual tradition, I am most grateful
to all of you for your participation. Gender equity is an integral part of building this culture of
human rights. With an event like Daughters Day, celebrating the lives of girls and women, we
can do much to achieve genuine progress towards a more civil society.
Now that you’re here for Daughters Day I do hope you’ll be able to engage with us
throughout the year: in the continuation of BECA, in the Canadian Values dialogue being
launched Jan. 1, 2017 for the 150th anniversary of Constitutional Monarchy in the 11,000 year
history of Canada, our celebrations for the UN Day of the Girl Child, and Human Rights Day.
Please stay connected at our website: www.ccsorg.ca, we would love to learn from your
wisdom and insight.
Sincerely,
MITA DAS
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PROGRAM OF EVENTS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 27TH, 2016
CITY HALL, EDMONTON
12:30

Information fair and Ask your Aunties
1:30
Entry of Daughters Day Award Recipients

1:35

Welcome by Host Quinn Ohler

1:37

Invocation by Elder

1:40

All rise for O Canada (Asani)

1:45

Greetings from Daughters Day Chair Dr. Vivian Abboud

1:48

Greetings from Minister Sohi

1:53

Minister Richard Feehan accepting award on behalf of Premier Notley

1:55

Greetings from Minister Richard Feehan

2:00

Cheryl Dalmer Playing Cello

2:05

Proclamation of Daughters Day by Councillor Esslinger

2:10

Welcoming Dance by Afrah Al Majd

2:15

Keynote message Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish

2:25

Daughters Day of the Year Presentation

2:40

Performance by Asani

2:50

Closing Comments

2:55

Daughters Day Song by Paula Kirman

Daughters Day - 2016
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Dr. Izzeldin
Abuelaish is

a Palestinian Canadian physician,
teacher and an internationally recognized human rights
and
inspirational
peace activist devoted to advancing
health and education opportunities for women and girls in
the Middle East, through both his research
and his charitable organization The Daughters for Life Foundation. He has dedicated
his life to using health as a vehicle for peace,
and, despite all odds, succeeded, aided by a
great determination of spirit, strong faith,
and a stalwart belief in hope and family. Dr.
Izzeldin Abuelaish was born and raised in
Jabalia Refugee Camp in the Gaza Strip. A
four-time Nobel Peace Prize nominee, he is
known as the “Gaza Doctor” who has dedicated his life to using health as a vehicle for
peace.
Dr. Abuelaish is the first Palestinian doctor
to receive an appointment in Medicine at
an Israeli hospital. He has overcome many
personal hardships, including poverty, and
violence. His extraordinary dedication and
achievement was tested beyond endurance
when in January 2009 Gaza War, a mere
four months after his wife succumbed to
leukemia, his home in Gaza was shelled by
an Israeli tank, killing three of his daughters and his niece. The anguish of this loss
is unimaginable. Dr Abuelaish refused to
fall victim to despair, and instead vowed to
fight for reconciliation, peace, and justice

Daughters Day - 2016

between Palestinians and Israelis and in
the world. Dr Abuelaish is a man who has
gifted our world with his presence and
his work. He is a man who fights for all
regardless of religious or political beliefs,
who acts as a messenger of understanding,
justice and peace and who models faith and
wisdom. He continues to live up to the description bestowed upon him by an Israeli
colleague, as a “magical, secret bridge between Israelis and Palestinians”. He is now
one of the most outspoken, prominent and
beloved researchers, educators and public
speakers on peace and development in the
Middle East.
Dr. Abuelaish’s book, I Shall Not Hate:
A Gaza Doctor’s Journey on the Road to
Peace and Human Dignity, presents an
incontrovertible message of hope through
wisdom, non-violence, compassion and
education. An autobiography of his loss
and transformation, has achieved critical
acclaim. Published in 2010, (currently in
23 different languages), and inspired by the
loss of his three daughters – Bessan, Mayar,
and Aya – and their cousin Noor to Israeli
shelling on January 16th, 2009, the book
has become an international bestseller. It
has become a testament to his commitment
to forgiveness as the solution to conflict
and the catalyst towards peace.
Dr Izzeldin Abuelaish is a living example
of the power of reconciliation, forgiveness,
resilience and humanity.

Page | 7

OUR HOST
Quinn Ohler anchors Global Edmonton’s Weekend

News Hour and News Final. She is also a reporter. She
joined Global Edmonton in September of 2011.
Prior to moving to the City of Champions, she worked her
way through the ranks at Global Lethbridge, staring as a
videographer in 2008 and eventually moving to the Newshour co-Anchor/Producer position.
Born and raised in Stavely, AB, she grew up on a farm, helping out her parents when she wasn’t at the skating rink. Agriculture and a love of politics eventually led her to the Communications Arts program at Lethbridge College.
While attending classes and working as a professional skating coach, she landed her
first broadcast job at CJOC Lethbridge in the promotions department. She eventually
moved to the news department where she worked for a year as a reporter and weekend
anchor.
In 2009 she was honoured to be chosen as the recipient of the “Troy Reeb Distinguished Alumni Internship” where she spent time with Global Toronto and Global
National, as well as Global’s 16:9.In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with her
family, skating in the winter, going to the lake in the summer, cycling, running and
being outdoors.

THE ELDER
Mini Aodla Freeman is an Inuk author who was

born in 1936 on Cape Hope Island in James Bay. During the
1950s she spent her teens training as a nurse in Fort George,
now Chisasibi, Quebec. In 1957 she was working as a translator in Ottawa, translating Inuktitut for the Department of
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada.
She is best known for her work writing her memoirs titled
Life Among the Qallunaat, which was first published in
1978. It details her life living in Inuit communities, her journey of learning while living outside those communities, as well as the changes that occurred in the Inuit communities during the 1940s and 1950s.
The book had a rough initial release when the Indian and Northern Affairs attempted to
suppress it by hiding 3,000 copies in their basement. It took three years before her work
started being distributed in the north, and was not heard of until it was republished by
University of Manitoba Press.
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DAUGHTERS OF THE YEAR

Michelle Plouffe is the Vice President, General Coun-

sel and Compliance Officer at MacEwan University. Michelle
is responsible for managing the legal affairs of the University. She directly supervises the Risk and Assurance Services,
Emergency Management, Internal Audit Services, Privacy and
Records Management, and Legal portfolios. She is a legal and
strategic advisor to the Board of Governors and its Audit Committee, Campus Planning Committee, Governance and Human Resources Committee, and Foundation Board. Michelle
is responsible for development and implementation of significant institution-wide programs. Michelle has been a volunteer
member of the Law Society Audit Committee since 2015 and is
dedicated to the prevention of gender-based violence and the preservation of human rights
for women and girls.

Teresa Spinelli wasn’t supposed to be one of Edmonton’s

most successful entrepreneurs and community advocates. She
was supposed to get married and have babies. But when her father Frank Spinelli, founder of the Italian Centre Shop’s family of
business passed away in 2000, she took over the business. After
years of fighting comments like ‘your dad didn’t do it that way’,
Teresa built her dad’s legacy from a single store and wholesaler,
to three locations in Edmonton, one in Calgary and a major importer and distributor of Italian and European goods. Teresa’s
business philosophy comes from her dad, “The more you give,
the more you get”. The most important ingredient for business
success in Teresa’s heart is in people. If you take care of your
staff, they’ll take care of the customers. Teresa is married to Mike
Newberry and they have a son Massimo, born in 2007.

Yazmin Juarez came to Canada in 1992 as a refugee, fol-

lowing an ongoing civil war in her home country Guatemala.
Yazmin Juarez is a self-taught visual artist. As an artist, Yazmin
has shown her artwork at various community events and has
collaborated with others to organize showcases that raise awareness on environmental, discrimination and human rights issues.
Some of these showcases include Masala Mix and Unpacking
Boxes. Yazmin operates YEG Social which is a group of local
artists who feel passionate about making art accessible to everyone. In addition to being a two-time nominee for Artist of
the Year at the Latin American Chambers of Commerce, Yazmin also sits on the Equity Committee for the Edmonton’s Arts
Council. Yazmin who is expecting her first child, hopes to continue to work with many communities to create equal opportunities for all.
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DAUGHTERS OF THE YEAR
Dama Diriye is a settlement practitioner at Edmonton Im-

migrant Services Association (EISA) working with Immigrant
and refugee Children, Youth and their families since August
2012. Dama was born in Mogadishu Somalia. She fled from her
home country at a young age due to a civil war that forced her
to live in Dadaab refugee camps in Kenya- the world’s largest
refugee camp where she took her prime time. Dama moved to
Canada mid-2006 after finishing high school and winning a full
scholarship and sponsorship through the World University Service of Canada (WUSC) - A Canadian organization that gives
scholarships to top refugee students. In Kenya, Dama has been
a role model and an advocate for youth in general and girls in
particular. Dama is a recent graduate of MacEwan University’s faculty of health and Community Studies and a mother of two.

Shawna Grimes grew up in St. Albert. In 1993, despite

her family’s concern for her safety, she joined Edmonton Police
Service, Class #82. She was a farm girl who went on to become
the first ever-female Staff Sgt. Shawna Grimes has been with the
Edmonton Police Service (EPS) for 23 years and is currently a
Staff Sergeant in the Homicide Section. Prior to this, she was
the Staff Sergeant in the Sexual Assault Section and to this day
continues to work with Edmonton community groups to help
increase education and awareness around the issues of sexual
violence in our city. Shawna is a single parent to two amazing
teenage girls, Faith and Kara. She is dedicated to volunteering in
the community and to raising her daughters to be strong and independent women.
My name is Linar Dahir and I am from Ethiopia. I arrived to Canada in late 2010 with my three siblings and mom
and no one in my family spoke English so life was hard. I am
the parent in my family, I register my mom to school,I am the
one to contact if anything goes wrong I am the one to fix it,
and I have to missed a lot of school and work days. When your
parents are newcomers now you’re no long the child, you become the parent to your family because the language barrier,
and they will depend on you. we as children of new Canadian
need to be patient because does only our family depend on us
also our community. On my free times I teach computer classes
to adult newcomers and I helped newcomer students in my High School in a program call
Peer Leaders and every year I had go and get training. I have received RISE Awards 2014 for
the Youth Achievement and the story of Heroesof 107th. I strive for positivity and I help my
community.
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ENTERTAINERS

ASANI is an Aboriginal women’s trio from Edmonton who draw from their cultural
heritage to create music that is accessible to a wide audience, and delivers a powerful message from their hearts.

Their debut CD ‘Rattle and Drum’ was nominated for 11 music awards including a 2006
Juno nomination for Aboriginal Recording of the Year and received the Canadian Aboriginal Music Award (CAMA) for Best Female Traditional/ Cultural /Roots Album, 2005. In
October 2009, they released their sophomore CD “Listen” receiving a 2010 Canadian Folk
Music Award for Aboriginal Songwriter of the Year and a 2010 Indian Summer Music
Award for Best Spiritual Song.
Asani has performed for Her Majesty the Queen, the Dahli Lama, as well as the 2010
Olympics in Whistler, BC. They’ve performed at Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Centre for
the Performing Arts and in March 2014, they performed both the American and Canadian
anthems at the Edmonton Oiler’s home game with the New York Rangers.
Asani is Sarah Pocklington, Debbie Houle and Terry Morrison.

www.Asani.org

Daughters Day - 2016
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ENTERTAINERS

MRS. NORTH AMERICA GLOBE CLASSIC 2015
Lisa Ground was Crowned Mrs. North America Globe Classic 2015 in Las Vegas this
past March; becoming the 1st First Nations woman and Canadian to win the title.

Lisa is from the Enoch Cree Nation and is a National Spokeswoman for the W.I.N.
“Women In Need” Foundation a non-profit outreach for healing and empowerment for
women.
Fifteen years prior to winning the title; Lisa battled cancer, paraplegia, domestic violence
& abuse and lost a staggering 145 lbs. Now today, Lisa is the proud mom of
Mrs. UNIVERSE, Ashley Callingbull Burnham.

Paula Kirman is a community asset in Edmonton. She was

on the original steering committee of the first Daughters
Day. A freelance writer, editor, photographer, and videographer, Paula’s passion is bringing in social changes in the
community using alternative media. Paula is perhaps one
of the few artists who records Edmonton’s activist world
digitally, which she archives on her website RadicalCitizenMedia.com. She was one of the Daughters of the Year in 2014
and received the Salvos Prelorentzos Peace Prize from Project
Ploughshares in 2012. The editor of an inner city community
newspaper (Boyle McCauley News), she received a True Friend of McCauley award in
May of 2015 by the City of Edmonton for her work in the inner city and in April of 2016
won First Prize in the Inner City Poetry Contest.
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ENTERTAINERS

AFRAH AL MAJD GROUP - www.afrahalmajdedmonton.com
Afrah Al Majd is a Lebanese cultural dance group that offers quality entertainment

services that make every event an unforgettable moment! Afrah Al Majd is a dance group
with a mix of ladies and gentlemen who are professional dancers and have been in their
field for years! We offer a number of dances and packages for many different events and
shows our goal is to bring across the Lebanese heritage and culture in our dances and team.

Cheryl Dalmer

Instructor -Digital Media and IT
School of Information Communication and Engineering Technologies
NAIT

In 2002, Cheryl started harp lessons under Terry
McDade and has performed for weddings, galas and
other special ceremonial events. She just returned
from Wells, BC studying with Sharlene Wallace. She
is also currently working on becoming a Certified Harp
Therapy Practitioner. The song performed today, “Dear
Daughters” was written by Cheryl, as a love letter to her daughters.
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LOOKING BACK IN

DAUGHTERS DAY

2015
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JURY 2016

From left to right, the 2016 Jury members are :
Dr. Claire Clark
Aboriginal Women’s Professional Association
Alison Faid
MLIS, Major Giving Officer
Dr. Christina Nsaliwa
MLIS, Vice Chair, Alberta Association of Immigration Serving Agencies
Sandra Azocar
Executive Director
Friends of Medicare
Tema Frank
Customer Experience, Usability & Marketing Expert
Author, Frank Recreations
Judy Piercey
Partner, Pen and Lens Communications
Board Director, Canadians for a Civil Society

Daughters Day - 2016
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Canadians for a Civil Society (CCS) is a volunteer organization committed to advancing
human dignity, a culture of peace, and the full enjoyment of the human birthright to a life
free of fear and free of want: the foundations of a civil society. Committed to inclusion and
pluralism as the essential foundations of a communitarian life of meaning and purpose,
CCS believes in our collective responsibility to give voice to the voiceless and agency to the
powerless, and societal development that leaves none behind.
VISION
A culture of human rights is the foundation of life in a civil society.
MISSION
We advocate, share, and celebrate Canadian values and human rights as a way of life by
engaging people and communities.
WHAT DO WE DO?
CCS works to advance a culture of respect for human rights as well as gender equality
through community events that celebrate women and foster an inclusive society. With education and advocacy as tools to effect change in society, we seek to cultivate an environment of dialogues and deliberations that strengthen our resolve on freedom from fear and
promote the five pillars of civil society – respect, literacy, human rights, the rule of law and
meaningful economic opportunity.
FOUNDING OF CCS
Canadians for a Civil Society is the brainchild of Gurcharan Singh Bhatia, C.M., retired
Judge of the Court of Canadian Citizenship and retired Commissioner of the Canadian Human Rights Commission. Like many great ideas, this one took shape around a kitchen table.
Reflecting upon the many worthwhile missions to advance the human condition – culture
of peace, human dignity, human rights, peace education – he realised these are all foundations of “a civil society.” These worthy endeavours are part of a societal evolution, changing
attitudes to us in the “other”, sharing our common humanity.
Thus evolved our mission to establish a culture of human rights as a way of life, a vital catalyst of a more civil society.
The chairs around that first kitchen table were occupied by Matt Beckett, Allan Shepard,
Jiti Bhatia, Mita Das, Gurcharan Singh Bhatia and Satya Das. This founding group emerged
with the ideas that would come to animate our work.
These are encapsulated in our vision paper A Civil Society: A Habit of the Heart.
We are delighted you are here, and look forward to your continued engagement and participation.
Do contact us at to shape the journey to a civil society that enables and empowers us all to
advance the Common Good.
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DAUGHTERS DAY

CELEBRATING THE LIVES,
CONTRIBUTIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF
DAUGHTERS
WHAT WE DO
- Daughters Day engages people in celebrating the lives, contributions and achievements of all
daughters in society, drawing attention to the importance of the full participation of every daughter
and the benefits this brings to everyone.
- Daughters Day undertakes projects to see that the lives of every daughter can be free of all discrimination and limitations.
WHO ARE WE
- Daughters Day is associated with Canadians for Civil Society. Its activities are supported by community members who volunteer their skills and time and works with a wide range of community
organizations and public bodies.
Why?
- Celebrating the accomplishments and achievements of all daughters draws attention to the diverse
and substantial benefits to all of society when every daughter is able to fully realize their goals,
dreams, and aspirations.
- Educating and engaging the public and decision-makers in awareness of the inequalities, human
rights abuses, and barriers experienced by many daughters and in engaging people to work towards
the elimination of these problems increases the chance of building a truly civil society where all
daughters experience justice and respect.
OUR ACTIVITIES
- Presenting an annual community celebration of Daughters Day (on or near September 1) in Edmonton, with a focus on honouring daughters of distinction, and supporting the development of
companion celebrations in communities across Alberta
- Conducting and sharing research of inequalities, human rights issues, and barriers faced by
daughters and drawing attention to initiatives to create a fairer society and world
- Advocating, collaborating, and advancing the interests of daughters locally, nationally, and globally
- Sharing information through social media
- Providing training and opportunity for engagement to people and
organizations interested in working for full equality of all daughters

Daughters Day - 2016
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR SUPPORTERS

2016

Indo Canadian Women’s Association
Established 32 years ago, ICWA is amongst the few organizations in Edmonton,
Canada advocating for the protection of the rights of immigrant women, men
and youth alike. Through settlement assistance, skill building community activities and adult education we ensure that immigrants are able to feel at home in
Canada.

Our Mission: ICWA works to encourage and promote participation of
new Canadians in the social, economic and political life of Canada.
Our Vision: All new Canadians will achieve a sense of fulfillment and
integration into Canadian culture and society. Every one will have equal
opportunities to participate fully in the Canadian milieu.

Our Values: ICWA is dedicated to having equality, opportunity and
protection of rights of everyone.

PROGRAMS & SERVICES
Settlement and Outreach Services

Orientation and information services available in Arabic, Farsi, Hindi, Punjabi,
Pashto, Hindiko, and Urdu.

Community Development and Education
♦
♦
♦
♦

Computer Classes
ESL Functional Literacy Classes
Citizenship Classes
Seniors Conversation Classes

Community Activities

♦ Youth Program
♦ Senior's Program
♦ Women’s Program
9342 - 34 Avenue Edmonton, AB T6E 5X8
Phone: (780) 490 - 0477
info@icwaedmonton.org
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR SUPPORTERS
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING
DAUGHTERS DAY

ALBERTA UNION OF PROVINCIAL EMPLOYEES
10451 - 170 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5P 4S7
T: 1-800-232-7284 F: (780) 930-3392
www.aupe.org

Daughters Day - 2016
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Edmonton’s shared heritage is about all Edmontonians making
their place in the city. The Edmonton Heritage Council is
committed to partnerships and projects that:
•

provide a forum for discussing and sharing heritage
and culture in Edmonton

•

advocate for vibrant heritage programs

•

unify and give voice to Edmonton’s heritage community

www.edmontonheritage.ca
@yegheritage
/edmontonheritagecouncil
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR SUPPORTERS

2016

YOU can do MORE...

At the Y!

Membership Benefits Include:
• FREE Child Minding while you work out!
• FREE Preschool, Child & Youth programs and group
drop-in classes!
• FREE Adult drop-in group fitness classes including
Yoga, Cycle and Zumba®!
• FREE swim lessons for members (all ages)
• DISCOUNTS on YMCA Summer Day Camps
• NO CANCELLATION FEE
• NO CONTRACTS

Find your local YMCA at

northernalberta.ymca.ca

Daughters Day - 2016
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR SUPPORTERS

Proud supporters of

Daughters Day 2016
At NorQuest College, over 60 per cent
of our students are women. We proudly
honour them on Daughters Day and every
day for their commitment to learn and
determination to succeed. They are a vibrant
part of NorQuest’s diverse and inclusive
learning environment.

Step Forward | norquest.ca

NQ-Ad-DaughtersDay-3.4x6.5.indd 1
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR SUPPORTERS
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TSX-V: IEI
REAL ESTATE AQUISITION,
DEVELOPMENT & RE-DEVELOPMENT

www.imperialequities.com
askus@imperialequities.com 780-424-7227

Daughters Day - 2016

Page | 23

2016

Page | 24

WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR SUPPORTERS

•EVERY DAY IS DAUGHTER DAY•

WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR SUPPORTERS

2016

THE MAHATMA GANDHI CANADIAN FOUNDATION FOR WORLD PEACE

would like to acknowledge the organizers and volunteers of Edmontonʼs DAUGHTERS DAY and extend best
wishes for the ongoing success of this important event.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THIS YEARʼS RECIPIENTS.
Please join us at these upcoming GANDHI FOUNDATION sponsored events:
THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE CELEBRATION
September 21 @ 1:00 p.m., Edmonton City Hall
THE GANDHI GARLANDING CEREMONY
October 2 @ Noon, Centennial Plaza
THE GANDHI COMMEMORATIVE BANQUET
October 2 @ 6:00 p.m., Fantasyland Hotel
Please visit our website for more information and other events:
www.gandhifoundation.ca
THE GANDHI FOUNDATION invites your involvement in our newest initiative:

THE EDMONTON PEACE FESTIVAL

Visit the Peace Festival website for details, events and to find out how to participate:
www.edmontonpeacefestival.org

Daughters Day - 2016
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Shared Values.
Common Ground.
Canadians for a Civil Society invites you to the Canada150 Dialogue.
A national conversation on our future, launching 1st January 2017.
Explore Canadian Values.
& Canada’s Value in the world.
Join Us.
http://ccsorg.ca/canada-150/starting-a-conversation/
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR SUPPORTERS
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It is a chance for women and girls to be heard, for diverse perspectives to
be embraced, and for a gender lens to be applied to today’s decisions that
impact all of our tomorrows.
To connect with us, follow us on facebook, twitter, or check out our website
at womensinitiativeedmonton.ca/

www.facebook.com/womensinitiativeedmonton
@EqualityYeg

Daughters Day - 2016
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A flagship project of

Daughters Day Founders
Gurcharan Singh Bhatia
Didaar Singh Pannu (Late)
Charan Khehra
Satya Das

2016 Daughters Day Committee CCS Board of Directors
Chair – Dr. Vivian Abboud

President - Mita Das

Past chair – Charan Khehra

Past President -Gurcharan Bhatia

Members:

Vice President - Vasant Chotai

Gurcharan Bhatia

Secretary - Trina Joshi

Mita Das

Treasurer - Juste Kagisye

Jim Gurnett

Directors:

Miriam Thomas

Charan Khehra

Ratna Basappa

Eric Schloss

Susan Slade

Elexis Schloss

Debbie Houle

Satya Das

Coordinators:

Judy Piercey

Fami Kaur

Vivian Abboud

Michelle Sides

Jim Gurnett
Amrita Gill
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Stand for love and not for hate
Our rights are not for debate
Join with us – it’s not too late
For we will not go away
And there’s so much we can celebrate
Here on Daughters Day

R

S

-

D

A

Y
So here we stand before you
Daughters of all ages today
Proclaiming something so true
We’re ready and willing to say

E

When we’re writing our own history
Breaking through the mystery
Standing up for all to see
The battles that we’ve won

T

Obstacles surmounting
Overcoming them one by one
Towards freedom we are counting
And changes have already begun

H

And there’s lots of joy and lots of pain
Sunshine and wind and rain
Blood flowing through our veins
With the strength and the wisdom of years

G

Stories of survival
Emerging from the darkness of fear
Begin with our arrival
A lifetime on a road led by tears

U

Daughters Day
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By Paula Kirman

D

DAUGHTERS DAY SONG
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