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Message from Dr. Vivian Abboud, Chair of Daughters Day 

 
On behalf of the Daughters Day Committee, it is an honour to welcome you to the 6th 
annual Daughters Day in celebration of the contributions and achievements of six 
inspiring daughters.     This day will include a proclamation of Daughters Day, the 
Daughter of the Year awards presentation, a keynote speech by Marianne Ryan, an 
information fair and entertainment by the beautiful Junetta Jamerson, Mary Pinkoski, 
the Matteirin Irish Dancers and Kerri Zwicker.   
 
Let us be reminded that gender discrimination or discrimination of any sort is 
unacceptable and the elimination of gender discrimination and violence in our society 
impact us all.   It is an issue that can only be addressed through true partnerships and 
collaborations locally, nationally and internationally.   Together we are stronger in 
advancing the interests and well-being of all daughters.   When our daughters are 
successful – our communities thrive! 
 
This year we would like to draw your attention to the many women’s organizations that 
work tirelessly to support and provide services to the daughters in our communities.   
They provide advocacy, leadership and supports services for daughters from diverse 
backgrounds and situations.  Because of them, our daughters have a better chance at all 
of the opportunities our country has to offer such as education, employment, the arts, 
and business, to name a few.    Please take the time to visit our information fair and 
learn more about these valuable organizations and possible ways you can support them 
in their work.   
 
We wish to thank the Daughters Day founders:  Gurcharan S. Bhatia, Satya Das, Charan 
Khehra, and the late Didar S. Pannu for their vision and hard work.   We are sincerely 
grateful to the Indo-Canadian Women’s Association as our partner and the lovely Elexis 
Schloss for your ongoing support in the community.   
 
I would like to acknowledge the jury who contributed their time and expertise in 
reviewing the nominations and making the selections for the Daughter of the Year 
recipients:  Judy Piercy, Sandra Azocar, Marnie Suitor, Tema Frank, and Christina 
Nsaliwa.   We are grateful for your support and helping to make Daughters Day a 
memorable and meaningful event for our community.   
 
And finally, congratulations to our 2017 Daughters of the Year:   Rachelle Venne, Karen 
Lee Gall, Hariett Tinka, Lorna Dancy, Susan Dut, and Susan Green.   Please join me as we 
celebrate them today. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Vivian Abboud 
Chair, Daughters Day 
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Message from Jim Gurnett, President 
Canadians for a Civil Society 

 
I am pleased to welcome you to the 6th annual Daughters Day 2017.   Daughters Day is a 
flagship project of Canadians for a Civil Society, in partnership with the Indo-Canadian 
Women’s Association. 
  
Creating a society where our daughters flourish and are supported to achieve their 
dreams and aspirations is the very vision of Daughters Day.   Our communities and 
families thrive when we create a society that keeps our daughters safe.   This work can 
only be achieved through partnership and collaboration as we each do our part to work 
toward this vision.   It is an honour to carry on the vision and work of Daughters Day 
Founders Gurcharan S. Bhatia, Satya Das, Charan Khehra, and the late Didar S. Pannu 
who have provided the guidance and wisdom year after year.   In 2012, we collaborated 
with community organizations in an effort to uphold human rights for all.   We 
celebrated the daughters in our community on Churchill Square, acknowledging the 
traditional territory of Treaty 6.  
  
Since 2012, we have collaborated on broader human rights initiatives such as the 
Building Empathy Conquering Apathy Symposium, in partnership with MacEwan 
University, Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, Indo-Canadian Women’s 
Association and a supportive Edmonton community.   We brought together 
educators, policy makers, human-rights advocates, academics, non-profit and 
front-line service workers to prevent human-rights violations in Canada 
through exploring promising approaches such as empathy-based human-rights 
education.  Our goal is to initiate reconciliation, raise awareness and examine 
solutions to discrimination, bullying, and harassments at the intersection of 
gender, race, sexual orientation, and poverty with two days of engagements.   
I encourage you to become involved as human rights impacts the quality of life 
of all citizens.  
  
Today, let us celebrate the accomplishments and achievements of six 
daughters together.   Please take the time to visit the information fair and 
engage in meaningful conversations about their work in the community.   A 
sincere thank you to our partner, the Indo-Canadian Women’s Association for 
they are one of a few organizations in Edmonton who advocate for 
the protection of the rights of immigrant women, men and youth. 
  
And finally, I invite you to learn more about Canadians for a Civil Society by visiting us 
online at www.ccsorg.ca.   
  
Sincerely, 
Jim Gurnett, President 
Canadians for a Civil Society 
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Program of Events 
  

Saturday, September 9, 2017 
City Hall, Edmonton 

 
 

1:00 PM 
Information Fair and Cello Performance by Keri Zwicker  

 
1:30 PM 

Entry of Daughters Day Award Recipients 
 

1:35 PM 
Welcome and Opening Prayer 

 
1:40 PM 

Greetings from Daughters Day Chair, Dr. Vivian Abboud 
 

1:45 PM 
Greetings from the Honourable Amarjeet Sohi  

 
1:50 PM  

City of Edmonton Proclamation of Daughters Day  
 

1:55 PM 
Greetings from Audrey Poitras, President, Metis Nation of Alberta 

 
2:00 PM 

Performance by Junetta Jamerson 
 

2:05 PM 
Keynote message by Marianne Ryan 

 
2:20 PM 

Daughters of the Year Presentations 
 

2:40 PM 
Performance by the Matteirin Irish Dancers 

 
2:40 PM 

Spoken word performance by Mary Pinkoski 
 

2:45 PM 
Closing Comments 

 
2:50 PM 

Daughters Day Song by Paula Kirman 
 

  

Live Harp Performance by Keri Zwicker
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Daughters Day Recipients 2017 
  

 
 

 

 
 

Rachelle Venne – As CEO for the Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal 
Women, Rachelle has been developing programs, specific to Indigenous 
women since 2008.   Under the guidance of a provincial board and esteemed 
Elders, Rachelle advocates for access to support and opportunities for women 
to become a success in their families and communities.  For the past 22 years, 
the IAAW has hosted the annual Esquao Awards and have acknowledged the 
work of over 400 women from over 90 Alberta communities. 
 

 
 

 
 
Lorna Dancey - As a social impact photographer, Lorna Dancey uses her 
photography and written work to raise awareness and give a face to those affected 
by mental health conditions.   Dancey started the SCARS project almost a year ago 
photographing individuals and sharing their stories based on their internal and 
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external SCARS.  She wanted to inspire people to not judge each other based on 
appearances.     
 
She wanted to show people we all have SCARS, some you can see and others you 
cannot.  This led Dancey to create the State of Mind project.  After interviewing 
participants, she saw a need for more attention and focus to assist in removing the 
stigma surrounding Mental Health.  Over 50 people have been photographed and 
interviewed.   
 
They have shared their experiences surrounding depression, anxiety, eating 
disorders, suicide and much more in hopes of helping others who struggle with 
mental illness.  The focus of the State of mind is to help others realize there is hope 
and to talk about mental health.   The State of mind exhibit has been hosted by 
City Hall, Enbridge Centre, The James Cameron Crescendo event as well as The 
Royal Alexandra Hospital.   Her work has also been featured on Global and CBC 
news.   She is currently working on other projects based on raising awareness for 
breast cancer, domestic violence and homelessness.  
 

 
 

 
 
Harriet Tinka - Harriet is a transformational speaker author, philanthropist, 
Chartered Professional Accountant, Ultramarathon runner, Edmonton Football 
officiator, mother, daughter, sister, and friend.   She is also a pageant coach who 
has worked with Miss Teen Edmonton World 2013, Miss World Canada delegate 
2014, Miss Earth Edmonton 2014 and Miss Universe Canada delegate 2015.  
 
Despite being face with the emotional and physical ordeal of domestic violence, 
she has not stopped educating the world on this fundamental human rights issue.   
In 2012, she developed the “I Believe in Me Because…” program that uses 
strength-based games, self-esteem activities, empowerment strategies and 
discussions to help participants gain a positive identity and sense of purpose.    
 
Harriet volunteers for nine charitable organizations and was a recipients of the 
Global Women of Vision, YWCA Woman of Distinction and the Rotary Integrity 
Award.   She believes in living in an environment with gratitude, believing in 



9 
 

oneself and dreaming big is the way to connect to the world.    Her vision is a world 
where everyone feels valued, self-assured, empowered and is never faced with 
isolation, negativity, or fear.  
 

 
 

 
 
Arigo Dut - Born in South Sudan and raised in Edmonton, Susan (Arigo) Dut has 
pushed out of her comfort zone and has chosen to sideline her fears. Susan is a 
recent graduate of MacEwan University and has completed her Bachelor Degree in 
Communications Studies at MacEwan University with a major in Professional 
Communications. She is freelancer and is the founder of Dut Designs a full scale 
communications service that offers services from media management to graphic 
designs.  
 
As a young and passionate woman, Susan is heavily involved in her community 
through her volunteer work in political campaigns as well as community 
organizations that focus on the empowerment of marginalized groups in our 
community.   
 
Susan also has a passion for poetry and goes by her African name, Arigo Dut, in her 
artistic endeavours. Through her poetry she brings a unique, multi-layered voice, 
laced within the intricacies, complexities and beauty that occur when two very 
different entities blend. Susan (Arigo) Dut shares her stories, her pain and her 
hopes through spoken word. She uses spoken word to tackle issues of racism, self-
worth and identity and provides informative, engaging workshops for immigrant 
youth and Edmontonians of all ages. Susan (Arigo) Dut’s poem My Skin is NOT My 
Sin will be published in a print anthology titled Colorism: Essays and Poems this 
fall.  
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Karen Lee Gall - A retired teacher, Karen Gall is a tireless champion of promoting 
human rights, multiculturalism, and interfaith dialogue across communities, 
building bridges that foster learning and understanding among diverse cultures and 
faiths.  
 
In addition to being a devoted mother to her children, Karen divides her time and 
talents among various organizations throughout the city. She serves in leadership 
capacities at her synagogue, Temple Beth Ora, holds the office of Vice President of 
the Canadian Multicultural Education Foundation, and for over 10 years served as 
Chair of the Harmony Brunch - an annual event commemorating the International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Karen is also a Director of 
the Edmonton Interfaith Centre for Education and Action, an organizer of 
the Interfaith Pride Service, and organizer and co-leader of her synagogue’s Pride 
Shabbat Service.  
 
Karen has served as a speaker, panelist and organizer for many interfaith and 
multicultural programs in the community and at schools, churches and mosques. In 
2015, Karen was awarded a Multiculturalism Award by CMEF, and in 2008, she was 
awarded the Chavara Friendship Award by Hadassah-WIZO, an award which 
recognizes work in fostering learning and understanding among people of various 
communities. In every project in which she is involved, Karen leads with grace, 
respect and reciprocity. She is certainly one of Edmonton’s gems.  
 
 

 
 



11 
 

 
 
Susan Green - Ms. Green has extensive experience in the public, private, and not-for-
profit sectors. Over her career she has held senior executive leadership roles at the 
University of Alberta, the Alberta Cancer Board, the Alberta Cancer Foundation, the 
Government of Alberta and most recently completed her term as Chair of the Alberta 
Gaming and Liquor Commission.   
 
In addition to almost 30 years of executive leadership in government, health care and 
education, Ms. Green has devoted countless hours giving back to the community. She 
commits her talents to social activism and humanitarian works, which has included 
serving as the chair and on the executive committee of provincial, national and 
international organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, Crossroads International, 
Pearson College of the Pacific, the Rotary Club of Edmonton Glenora, Edzimkulu: A 
Society for Children with AIDS in South Africa and the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta 
Arts Awards Foundation.   
 
Ms. Green holds an honours Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Alberta, 
certificates from the Banff School of Advanced Management, the Niagara Institute, the 
Foundation of Administrative Justice and has her designation from the Institute of 
Corporate Directors.  
 
Ms. Green is the recipient of several prestigious awards for professional and community 
service including an Honourary Degree from MacEwan University (2014), the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee Award (2013), CTV Woman of Vision (2006) the Alberta Centennial 
Medal for Community Service and Professional Service (2005) and Venture magazine’s 
2016 Top 50 Influential Albertans.  
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Guests & Performers 2017 
  

 

 

 
 
 

Elder Elizabeth Letendre – Opening Prayer 
Betty has been an Elder with Edmonton Catholic 
Schools for 13 years.   She is a fluent Cree speaker 
and shares her knowledge of Cree and Metis 
culture and ways of being.     
 

 

Marianne Ryan – Keynote Speaker 
Marianne was officially appointed as Alberta’s 
Ombudsman and Public Interest Commissioner on 
July 4, 2017. Marianne grew up on a farm near 
London, Ontario, and joined the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) in 1982 after graduating 
from the University of Western Ontario with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.  Marianne led a 
successful career that spanned 35 years, touching 
the lives of people in Manitoba, British Columbia, 
and Alberta. 
 

 

Mattierin Irish Dancers - Performers 
The Mattierin Irish Dance School has been a part 
of Edmonton since 1993.  Dancers of the school 
complete in both teams and solos at the World 
Championship level while doing many 
performances throughout the year.  Their dancers 
have achieved incredible success winning 
numerous titles and awards at local, national and 
international competition.   
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Keri Zwicker – Harpist 
Keri is the chameleon harp chick about town – 
from Celtic to Classical, from Irish pub to the 
Winspear, from Symphony to Ceili, while wearing 
everything from Cowboy Boots to angel’s wings.  
She is a versatile musician who is sought after as a 
soloist, teacher and side musician in both Celtic 
and Classical realms. She holds an ARCT in piano 
performance from the Royal Conservatory and a 
Bachelor of Music and Master of Arts from the 
University of Alberta. 
 

 

 

 
Junetta Jamerson - Vocalist 
Junetta is a fifth-generation descendant of a very 
musical Black-American family that settled in 
Wildwood, Alberta in 1911 (her father, LeVero 
Carter, is considered the father of gospel music in 
Edmonton). As a lifelong Edmonton resident, she 
has been singing gospel in and around the city 
since she was a child. Junetta has gone on to be a 
choir director, voice-over artist, actor, producer 
and professional, traditional Gospel singer. 
 

 

 

 
Mary Pinkoski – Spoken Word Performance 
Mary is the 5th Poet Laureate of the City of 
Edmonton (2013-2015).  Her work has appeared in 
multiple anthologies.  She is the 2011 Canadian 
National Spoken Word Champion and a winner of 
the 2008 CBC National Poetry Face-off.  In 2015, 
Mary was recognized as an Edmonton Top 40 
Under 40 and also awarded a University of Alberta 
Alumni Horizon Award for her poetry work in the 
Edmonton community, in particular for facilitating 
poetry workshops and her creation of the City of 
Edmonton’s Youth Poet Laureate role which she 
continues to help coordinate.  
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Jury 2017 
  

 

Judy Piercy - Judy is a former journalist and retired Managing 
Director of CBC Edmonton who is now a partner in Pen and Lens 
Communications. Judy has had a lifelong interest in human rights and 
spent most of her career writing stories about marginalized 
Canadians. As a reporter, Judy specialized in stories about Indigenous 
issues, natural resources and conflict over land use. Her interest in 
Indigenous people took her to CBC north, where she reported on-air 
and produced stories from around the Northwest Territories. 

  

 

Tema Frank - Tema has been advocating for women's rights and 
has done extensive research and writing about women's equality in 
the workplace, including her 1994 best-seller, Canada's Best 
Employers for Women: A Guide for Job Hunters, Employees and 
Employers. She currently runs the Best For Women Facebook page 
and speaks at events about women in the workplace. That interest is 
also evident in her new book, PeopleShock: The Path to Profits When 
Customers Rule.  Tema helps organizations of all sizes improve 
employee and customer experience, and hosts the Frank Reactions 
Podcast.  As an active volunteer, she serves on the board of the 
Business Link, is a Senator of the University of Alberta, and President 
of the nonfiction book festival, LitFest. 

  

 

Sandra Azocar - Sandra has been a social activist for more than 30 
years in Alberta. Her previous experience is working as a child 
protection worker, a community organizer, and a labour activist. Prior 
to coming to Friends of Medicare, she worked as a Vice President of 
the Alberta Union of Provincial Employees (AUPE). She was a member 
of the Board of Directors of Friends of Medicare for 6 years before 
becoming its Executive Director in 2012. 

  

 

Dr. Christina Nsaliwa - Dr. Christina Nsaliwa is originally from 
Malawi, a country located in the southern part of Africa. She 
completed an undergraduate degree in education, a master of arts in 
human ecology, and a Ph.D. in education administration.   Education 
has always played an important part in her life.  She is an educator 
through and through, taking on leadership roles to make a difference 
in people’s lives.   Whether working with students, employees, or 
newcomers, she has always strived to make a difference in other 
people's lives.  

  

 
 

 
Marnie Suitor  - Marnie is a founding Principal Partner of In Synch 
consulting Inc., a boutique consultancy firm, catering primarily to 
Indigenous communities, organizations and individuals.  Marnie had a 
long standing career in the banking industry prior to her consulting 
profession, firstly as a senior manager with a large firm, then as 
owner/principal partner in her own.  Marnie has spent the majority of 
her working life supporting and encouraging others to reach their 
dreams.   She recently embarked on her own dream – to own and 
manage a community café, The Nook, located in the heart of the city.  
The aim of the café is to provide a safe and comfortable space for 
people of all backgrounds to meet and visit.   
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Daughters Day 2017  

  

 
 
Daughters Day is a community initiative to highlight the importance of the daughters in all our lives – 
every girl and woman is a daughter – and to support the flourishing of communities committed to an 
end to all discrimination and to stopping human rights abuses against women.    Community 
members in Edmonton resolved to increase awareness about loving, caring, and sharing daughters as 
human beings, mothers, and leaders in fields such as medicine, business, arts, education, and politics 
can have a great influence on more peaceful successful communities. We invite you to get involved. 
 
Vision - Our goal is to highlight the importance of the daughters in all our lives – every girl and 
woman is a daughter – and to support the flourishing of communities committed to an end to all 
discrimination and to stopping human rights abuses against women. 
Mission – Our mission is for the elimination of gender inequality, violence, and discrimination against 
girls and women at home, at school, in the workplace, and on the street. 
What We Do – Daughters Day celebrates the lives, contributions, and achievements of all daughters 
in society. 
Why? 
 To support the dreams and aspirations of all daughters. 
 To educate the public and decision-makers about the continuing inequalities, human rights 

abuses, and barriers against daughters, and work towards their elimination. 
How? 
 By celebrating the first Daughter’s Day on September 1, 2012 and annually thereafter on the 

first Saturday of September. 
 By conducting and sharing research on continuing inequalities, human rights abuses, and 

barriers that daughters face. 
 By collaborating, advocating, and advancing the interests of daughters locally, nationally,and 

internationally. 
 
Founding of Daughters Day - A meeting of 47 representatives from various organizations was held 
on September 21, 2011 at City Hall to plan the event. It was decided to have an annual celebration of 
Daughter’s Day on a Saturday in the first week of September, before the schools open after summer 
vacation, with the inaugural Daughters Day to be celebrated on September 1, 2012 at Churchill 
Square. 
 
Dreams and objectives of establishing a Civil Society in Canada with its population from 193 
nationalities, dozens of religions, dozens of cultures, and dozens of languages cannot be achieved 
unless 50 percent of the population – females – achieve gender equality with the other 50 percent 
without the threat of violence and discrimination. 
 
Daughters Day Committee 2017: 
 Jim Gurnett, President 
 Mita Das  
 Dr. Vivian Abboud, Chair 
 Charan Khehra 
 Vasant Chotai 
 Ratna Basappa 
 Debbie Houle 
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Canadians for a Civil Society is the brainchild of Gurcharan Singh Bhatia, C.M., retired 
Judge of the Court of Canadian Citizenship and retired Commissioner of the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission. 
 
Like many great ideas, this one took shape around a kitchen table. Reflecting upon the 
many worthwhile missions to advance  the human condition – culture of peace, human 
dignity, human rights, peace education – he realized these are all foundations of “a civil 
society.” 
 
These worthy endeavors are part of a societal evolution, changing attitudes to us in the 
“other”, sharing our common humanity. 
 
Thus, our mission evolved to establish a culture of human rights as a way of life and a 
vital catalyst of a more civil society.  The chairs around that first kitchen table were 
occupied by Matt Beckett, Allan Shepard, Jiti Bhatia, Mita Das, Gurcharan Singh Bhatia 
and Satya Das. This founding group emerged with the ideas that would come to animate 
our work. 
 
These are encapsulated in our vision paper A Civil Society: A Habit of the Heart.  
 
We are delighted you are here, and look forward to your continued engagement and 
participation.  Do contact us at info@ccsorg.ca to shape the journey to a civil society 
that enables and empowers us all to advance the Common Good. 

 
Board of Directors: 
Jim Gurnett - President 
Vasant Chotai – Vice-President 
Juste Kagisye – Treasurer    
Brianna Abboud – General Secretary  
Satya Das – Program Chair   
Mita Das – Past Chair  
Dr. Vivian Abboud – Daughters Day Chair  
Charan Khehra - Director  
Gurharan Bhatia – Director 
Elexis Schloss - Director 
Eric Schloss - Director 
DamaDiriye - Director 
Netta Phillet  - Director 
Minni Sharma – Director 
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On behalf of Canadians for a Civil Society and the Daughters Day Committee 2017 we 
sincerely thank the following individuals and organizations who have made this day 
possible: 

 
Jim Gurnett  
Vasant Chotai  
Juste Kagisye  
Brianna Abboud  
Satya Das  
Mita Das  
Dr. Vivian Abboud  
Charan Khehra  
Gurcharan Bhatia  
Elexis Schloss  
Eric Schloss  
Dama Diriye  
Netta Phillet   
Minni Sharma  
Jiti Bhatia 
Judy Piercey 
Ian Stewart 
Trina Joshi 
Ratna Basappa 
Dr. Zohra Husani 
Jagjeet Bhardwaj 
Avau Fast 
Anjali Agarwal 
Miriam Thomas 
Suneeta Jobanputra 
Rashmi Jyoti 
Papiya Das 
Sandra Azocar 
Marnie Suitor 
Tema Frank 
Christina Nsaliwa 
Rachelle Venne 
Sherryl Sewepagaham 
Karen Lee Gall 
Dr. Maryam Razavy 
Harriet Tinka 
Earl Shindrik 
Lorna Dancy 
Nevin Filipchuk 
Arigo (Susan) Dut 
Kim Solez 
Susan Green 
Delores Hanson 

 
 

Junetta Jamerson 
Mary Pinkoski 
The Matteirin Irish Dance School 
Merv Bell 
Kerri Zwicker 
Paula Kirman 
Mike Tulley 
Marianne Ryan 
Listen Louder Productions Ltd.  
City of Edmonton  
Mayor Don Iveson 
Today Family Violence Help 
Centre  
Carrie Armstrong 
Mother Earth Essentials 
Elizabeth Letendre 
Honourable Amarjeet Sohi 
Leigh Makarewicz 
Premier Rachel Notley 
Mayor Don Iveson 
Leah Mayer 
Indo-Canadian Women’s 
Association 
Norquest College 
Alberta Union of Provincial 
Employees  
Edmonton Heritage Council 
Aspiring Women in Leadership & 
Legacy 
Shelly Vermillion 
Naoka Incorporated 
Audrey Poitras 
Metis Nation of Alberta 
Marilyn Lizee 
Homeward Trust 
Susan McGee 
Debbie Houle 
Sarah Pocklington 
Asani 
Amnesty International 
V-Va Salon & Spa 
Maya Sawaya 
The Nook  
Reach Edmonton 
Edmonton Public Library 
Budget Printing 
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