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Souvenir Program

Message from Daughters Day
Committee Chair
Daughters Day is the initiative of over 40 diverse
community organizations and many volunteers
dedicated to celebrating the lives, contributions, and
achievements of all daughters in society, and changing
the culture of preference for male children.
Daughters Day aims to create a culture of gender
equality, respecting and recognizing the human rights
of all daughters; celebrating their lives, contributions
and achievements; eliminating violence and
discrimination; and empowering all daughters so that
we can have a perfect Civil Society in Canada, a role
model for rest of the world.
This celebration is a community event for the whole
family, and includes an information fair, children’s
activities, proclamation of Daughters Day, messages of
support, entertainment, and the Daughters of the Year
awards.
I wish to thank the Daughters Day founders, advisors,
organizing committee members, partner organizations,
sponsors, and donors for their support. It is time we
treated both male and female children equally.
Gurcharan Singh Bhatia, C.M.
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Daughters Day

“Celebrating the lives, contributions, and
achievements of all daughters”
Who are we?
Daughters Day is a group of volunteer individuals
and community organizations.
What do we do?
Daughters Day celebrates the lives, contributions,
and achievements of all daughters in society.
Why?
• To support the dreams and aspirations of all
daughters.
• To educate the public and decision-makers
about the continuing inequalities, human
rights abuses, and barriers against daughters,
and work towards their elimination.
How?
• By celebrating the first Daughters Day on
September 1, 2012 and annually thereafter
on the first Saturday of September.
• By conducting and sharing research on
continuing inequalities, human rights
abuses, and barriers that daughters face.
• By collaborating, advocating, and advancing
the interests of daughters locally, nationally,
and internationally.
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Our History
Daughters Day is a community-driven initiative.
The mission of Daughters Day is for the
elimination of gender inequality, violence, and
discrimination against girls and women at home,
at school, in the workplace, and on the street.
We will also be celebrating achievements and
successes of girls and women on Daughters Day.
We also observe that the issues of gender
inequality, as well as violence against girls, have
drawn the attention of United Nations and most
recently the governments representing G20
countries.
A meeting of 47 representatives from various
organizations was held on September 21, 2011
at City Hall to plan the event. It was decided to
have an annual celebration of Daughters Day on
a Saturday in the first week of September,
before the schools open after summer vacation,
with the inaugural Daughters Day to be
celebrated on September 1, 2012 at Churchill
Square.
Dreams and objectives of establishing a Civil
Society in Canada with its population from 193
nationalities, dozens of religions, dozens of
cultures, and dozens of languages cannot be
achieved unless 50 percent of the population females - achieve gender equality with the other
50 percent without the threat of violence and
discrimination.

Daughters Day 2012 Program - Page 4

Daughters Day Organizers
Chair:

Gurcharan Singh Bhatia is a veteran advocate for
civil rights and multiculturalism in Canada. He is a
retired judge of the Citizenship Court of Canada, a
former Commissioner of the Canadian Human Rights
Commission, and the founder of the International
Association of Citizens for a Civil Society. He is a
recipient of the Order of Canada.

Vice-Chair:

Charan Khehra is a former senior economist/policy
analyst with the Alberta government and executive
assistant to the Alberta NDP leader/director of special
projects. Currently, he serves on the YMCA board of
directors and the City of Edmonton’s Vehicle for Hire
Commission.

Volunteer Coordinator:

Jim Gurnett is a former teacher, MLA, and NGO
executive director who now does project work in areas
such as immigration and housing security.

Communications:

Paula E. Kirman is a freelance writer/editor/
photographer and a human rights activist, community
organizer, and musician. She is the editor of the inner city
community newspaper Boyle McCauley News.

Sponsorship and Fundraising:

Trina Joshi originally a journalist from India, is a fulltime volunteer in Edmonton. Owing to her post-graduate
education in Journalism and Political Science, she has a
good grip on social issues and wishes to contribute to the
cause of gender equality through excellent initiatives like
Daughters Day.

Daughters Day 2012 Program - Page 5

Daughters Day Organizers
Steering Committee:
Sabrina Atwal is the Project Director at Indo Canadian
Women’s Association and works extensively with
immigrant women and youth in the area of advocacy and
research.
Dr. Gita Das is Vice-President of the Indo-Canadian
Women’s Association. She is a trained psychologist,
writer, and former president of the Intercultural Action
Committee for the Advancement of Women.
Satya Das is the founder and principal of Cambridge
Strategies Inc. With more than 25 years of journalistic
experience, he is actively engaged in various peace and
human rights causes.
Poushali Mitra works in the human services sector
in Edmonton and is passionate about promoting and
advocating for women’s rights in Canadian society,
especially amongst immigrant communities.
Didar Pannu is a former teacher, school superintendent,
and counsellor with the federal government.
Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and journalist and a
founder of the International Association of Citizens for a
Civil Society.
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Daughters Day Organizers
With assistance from:
Sonia Bitar is a retired Citizenship Judge for Northern
Alberta and a former Executive Director of Changing
Together, a Centre for Immigrant Women in Edmonton.
Salma Lakhani is an active community volunteer.
Currently, she serves as a Director on the John
Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights.
She is also on the Advisory Committee for the Thousand
Women Million Possibilities fundraising initiative for
NorQuest College.
Gwendolyn Mansell is an Edmonton lawyer.
Christina Nsaliwa is the Executive Director of the
Edmonton Immigrant Services Association. Her
community involvement includes sitting on various
community volunteer boards including Volunteer Alberta,
Council of Canadians of African and Caribbean Heritage,
African Canadian Community Association in Edmonton
and actively participating in various community support
networks for immigrant families, women, children and
youth.
Dr. Raj Pannu is a professor emeritus and former leader
of the Alberta NDP.
Maryam Razavy is a soon to be mom with a daughter
of her own. Maryam fills her time with teaching and
research in the area of religion and violence, and more
recently, the intersections between culture, religion, and
medicine.
We also gratefully acknowledge the support and input of
Charlene Ball, Niga Jalal, and Catherine Day from the
City of Edmonton.
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I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone
participating in “Daughter’s Day.”
This event provides for thoughtful discussion on issues related to
gender inequality as well as violence and discrimination against women and girls.
I am pleased
to extend
warmest
greetings to everyone
By bringing together
individuals
frommy
a variety
of backgrounds
and community
participating in
organizations
to “Daughter’s
explore issuesDay.”
of mutual concern, this event will become a model
for understanding and respect toward others as well as an inspiring gathering
eventfor
provides
for thoughtful
where ideas canThis
flourish
the common
good. discussion on issues related to
gender inequality as well as violence and discrimination against women and girls.
By bringing together
from
a variety
backgrounds
Please individuals
accept my best
wishes
for aofmemorable
day.and community
organizations to explore issues of mutual concern, this event will become a model
for understanding and respect toward others as well as an inspiring gathering
where ideas can flourish for the common good.
Please accept my best wishes for a memorable day.
The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.
OTTAWA
2012
The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.
OTTAWA
2012
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On behalf of City Council and the people of Edmonton, Alberta’s Capital City, I extend a warm
welcome to volunteers and guests of the first annual Daughter’s Day in Edmonton.
Daughter’s Day helps promote public awareness of violence against young girls and women and
its impact on our society. It also celebrates the achievements of women as mothers and working
professionals.
Thank you to the Daughter’s Day organizing committee for your hard work and dedication in
organizing this event and for your continued efforts to help make a difference in many people’s
lives. You have helped enhance Edmonton’s reputation as a caring and compassionate city.
I wish you many years of continued success!
Yours truly,

Stephen Mandel
Mayor t
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Message from the Minister of Public Works and Government Services and
Minister for Status of Women on the Community Initiative: Daughter’s Day 2012
I am pleased to send greetings as you plan to celebrate your inaugural Daughter’s Day in 2012.
As Minister for Status of Women, I share your commitment to improving the lives of girls, and
celebrating their achievements. I am proud of our government’s support for the advancement of
women and girls in Canada, and around the world.
That is why on October 11, 2012, Canada will be joined by countries around the world in
observing the first International Day of the Girl. The establishment of an International Day of
the Girl has been one of the Government of Canada’s priorities since early 2011. This special
day will bring much-needed attention to girls’ rights and the challenges they face merely because
they are girls.
We believe in women and girls. We believe in their ability to reach their full potential, their right
to live free from violence and abuse, and their tremendous contributions, as leaders and decision
makers.
Focusing on daughters is a great way to build confidence and leadership in girls. Congratulations
on making girls a priority!

The Honourable Rona Ambrose, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Public Works and Government Services and
Minister for Status of Women
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LEADER
LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

CHEF
PARTI LIBÉRAL DU CANADA

Daughter’s Day
It is an honour for me to send greetings to everyone gathered here today to be part of
Daughter’s Day. I would also like congratulate the organising committee for taking this
initiative and bringing people together to celebrate the importance of girls and women in
society. Your message on the need to stop violence and human rights abuses against
them sadly remains current and in need of repeating. Too often the voices of women
from marginalised communities go unheard.
In Canada, we are fortunate that women have achieved considerable success in the
fight for equality, but much work remains to be done, including fighting for such basic
rights as equal pay for work of equal value. Canadians are also very proud of our
diverse society and this pride must extend to the treatment of women across our
communities.
The Liberal Party understands that the strength of a society depends on the full
participation of women in our economy and decision-making processes and we will
continue to fight for a bright, safe and prosperous future for women and girls from all
backgrounds.
On behalf of the Liberal Party of Canada and our parliamentary caucus, I reaffirm our
party’s commitment to fighting for the full and substantial equality of women, both here
at home and around the world.

The Honourable Bob Rae, P.C., O.C., M.P.
2012
Room 533-S, Centre Block / Pièce 533-S, édifice du Centre
House of Commons / Chambre des communes
Ottawa (Ontario) K1A 0A6
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In Celebration
September 1, 2012 – Daughters Day
Speaker Gene Zwozdesky,
MLA, Edmonton Mill Creek
would like to recognize
Daughters Day along with
the many organizations
who have sponsored
September 1, 2012 as
“Daughters Day”.
Let’s all proudly celebrate
the many achievements
and successes of girls and
women on Daughters Day.
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Message from Honourable Heather Klimchuk
Minister of Culture and Community Services
It is my pleasure to welcome everyone to the celebration of Daughter’s Day.
Long before the formal proclamation of Alberta as a province in 1905, women of
all ages have played a vital role in the development of our communities. We owe
a debt to the First Nations, Métis and Inuit women and the early pioneer wives
and daughters whose toil helped to transform a wilderness, and to those whose
efforts continue to help make Alberta great.
For the first time in our province’s history a female leads our province, and the
contributions of women are as valuable as ever. At the highest ranks of business
and politics and in schools and local community organizations across the
province, women of all ages continue to bring forth creative and innovative new
ideas to deal with the challenges and opportunities of an ever-changing world.
Yet we must be ever vigilant. Daughter’s Day presents an opportunity for all
Albertans to reaffirm their commitment to an Alberta where all of our citizens –
sons and daughters – have the same opportunities. The opportunity to pursue
their dreams, to be treated as equals, and to be free from the fear of violence and
discrimination in their homes, communities and workplaces.
I would like to extend my thanks to the Daughter’s Day Organizing Committee
and the volunteers who have come together to host this event.

Heather Klimchuk
Minister
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The Alberta NDP Opposition would like to congratulate the Indo-Canadian Women’s
Association, the International Association of Citizens for a Civil Society, and all other members
of the Daughter’s Day Committee on their hard work to make Daughter’s Day a reality. The
battle for gender equality and the elimination of gender-based discrimination and violence is
essential to creating a fair and just society.
The Alberta NDP would like to thank all volunteers and participants and stands in solidarity with
all of those who work towards a better future for girls & women.

Brian Mason (Party Leader) – Edmonton Highlands-Norwood
Rachel Notley – Edmonton Strathcona
David Eggen – Edmonton Calder
Deron Bilous – Edmonton Beverly-Clareview
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It is my great pleasure to extend warm greetings to all volunteers and guests of the first annual
Daughter’s Day in Edmonton.
Daughter’s Day focuses on the importance of eliminating discriminatory practices, such as
unequal rights, limited employment opportunities and gender-based violence against girls and
women. It also focuses on the accomplishments and contributions of girls and women in our city,
our province and our country.
Thank you to the Daughter’s Day organizing committee for your tireless dedication to this event.
Your continuous effort and support helps create a safer, healthier, stronger city for all citizens.
Best wishes for an enjoyable event!
Yours truly,

Councillor Amarjeet Sohi
Ward 12

Daughters Day Greetings from the RCMP
Throughout the RCMP’s 136-year history, women have made
significant contributions to our organization serving as public
servants, civilian members and since 1974, as regular members.
As early as the 1890’s, the RCMP employed women as matrons. In
the early 1900’s, women began filling positions as fingerprint and
lab technicians. In 2006, Beverly Busson was appointed the 21st
Commissioner of the RCMP. Over the years, the support provided to
our employees by the women in their lives has played an integral role
in the RCMP’s ability to carry out its policing mandate in communities
throughout Canada.
Daughters Day presents the RCMP with the opportunity to celebrate
these contributions. Women have always been integral to the
functioning of the RCMP, and we remain committed to ensuring equal
opportunities for female employees and diversity in our workforce.
Daughters Day also presents the RCMP with the opportunity to
show support for individuals and groups who share our commitment
to the advancement of women – something that serves to enrich
communities here in Alberta, across Canada and beyond.
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I am hopeful that one day we will live in a world where our
daughters will have the same rights and freedoms as our
sons.  Our daughters will be free to be who they want to be, they
will have the right to an education, they will have the right to walk
freely without the fear of sexual violence and they will have the
right to choose for themselves.  Globally speaking, our humanity
report card will only achieve an A+ status when the birth of a
daughter is loved, honoured, respected and celebrated; as much
as, the birth of a son.
Danielle Campbell
Deputy Chief of Police
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September 1, 2012 will be an exciting day for Edmontonians
to come together and celebrate a shared vision for gender
equality and the rights of all daughters. I commend the
Daughters Day Committee for bringing this wonderful
opportunity to our city. I look forward to it this year and for
many more years to come!
Shannon Butler, Executive Director,
Butler Family Foundation
As an organization striving to improve the lives and well being
of women and girls internationally, CARE Canada recognizes
and supports the important work of Daughters Day to benefit the
lives of women in Canada. Experience has shown that gender
equality in communities is a major indicator of self-sustainability
and progress. In addition, the level of support and encouragement
a daughter receives from her father has a major impact on her
pursuit of education, likelihood to seek health care, and ability to
pursue her own livelihood and career. Because it works, we at
CARE Canada put top priority on women’s empowerment and
gender equality and salute the Daughters Day initiative.
-- Gillian Barth, Executive Vice-President, CARE Canada

Our organization was created and founded by a group of “sisters”
(daughters) of culturally diverse background. We came together
around a shared belief that social change can happen through
the ways women all over the world and throughout the ages
have pursued meaningful change. We’ve spent the last 20 years
addressing inequities and breaking down the barriers through
building caring relationships, standing in the “gap” to address
power disparities, and tapping into the unique strengths of
daughters/sisters within a multitude of communities. We stand
with others in unity to celebrate Daughters Day as a reminder of
the lives, contributions and achievements of all the daughters in
our society and our global community.    
                 
- Multicultural Health Brokers
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Sage (Seniors Association of Greater Edmonton)
supports Daughters Day in its effort to celebrate the lives,
contributions, and achievements of all daughters. We,
too, strive to create an environment free of inequality
and discrimination - racial, gender, and otherwise - and
so commend this initiative. We wish the Daughters Day
planning committee all the best on the inaugural day of
this event.
Roger E. Laing | Executive Director

The YMCA is pleased to congratulate the launch of
Daughters Day in our community. Half of humanity is
female. 3.5 billion human beings are therefore daughters.
May this celebration reaffirm our commitment to ensure
that our daughters are provided the opportunity to realize
their full potential. And in so doing enrich our world and
community life.
Franco Savoia
President and CEO
YMCAs of Edmonton and Wood Buffalo

The YMCA believes that the growth of individuals in spirit,
mind and body is fundamental to everything we do as
an organization, and in the equality of opportunity for all
members of the community. With these as foundations
of our Association we trust that the celebration of our
daughters in the community supports these same beliefs.
Including our daughters as equals in everything we
do will lead us all to our vision of strong kids, healthy
families, and thriving communities.
Doug Schindel
Board Chair, Edmonton YMCA
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Daughters Day Song
Stories of survival
Emerging from the darkness of fear
Begin with our arrival
A lifetime on a road led by tears
And there’s lots of joy and lots of pain
Sunshine and wind and rain
Blood flowing through our veins
With the strength and the wisdom of years
Obstacles surmounting
Overcoming them one by one
Towards freedom we are counting
And changes have already begun
When we’re writing our own history
Breaking through the mystery
Standing up for all to see
The battles that we’ve won
So here we stand before you
Daughters of all ages today
Proclaiming something so true
We’re ready and willing to say
Stand for love and not for hate
Our rights are not for debate
Join with us – it’s not too late
For we will not go away
And there’s so much we can celebrate
Here on Daughters Day
© 2012 Paula E. Kirman
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Daughters Day Program
September 1, 2012

10:30 AM

Information fair opens, refreshments available

11:00 AM

Opening Prayer
Welcome: Host Portia Clark
Proclamation of Day: City Councillor Amarjeet Sohi
Greetings: Hon. Heather Klimchuk, Government of Alberta
Greetings: Hon. Rona Ambrose, Government of Canada
Greetings: Rod Knecht, Chief of Police, EPS
Greetings: Marriane Ryan, RCMP Assistant Commissioner
Music: Paula Eve Kirman
Daughters of the Year Presentations
Keynote message: Karina Pillay-Kinnee, Mayor, Slave Lake
Music: Crystal Zhao playing the Guzheng
Speaker: Women in Black
Drama Presentation: “Because I Am A Girl” – Indo-Canadian
		
Women’s Association Youth Group
Speaker: Lewis Cardinal, Social Justice Activist
Entertainment: Satarupa Mukherjee performing Traditional
		
Indian Dance
Speaker: Kate Quinn, CEASE
Entertainment: Raging Grannies

1:00 PM

Closing comments
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Daughter of the Year Award
KARINA
PILLAY-KINNEE
Keynote Speaker
Born in Durban, South Africa, Karina came
to Slave Lake at the early age of two months.
She is proud to call Slave Lake, a vibrant, rural,
northern community nestled in a pristine
environment on a beautiful lake, home.
Karina Pillay-Kinnee was elected Mayor of
the Town of Slave Lake in 2004 and is now
serving her third term in office. Her vision is to
see Slave Lake be the community of choice for lifestyle and environment.
Mayor Pillay-Kinnee’s life, and that of all the residents in the Lesser Slave
Region changed dramatically in May 2011 when wildfires devastated the town
destroying 502 housing units, the Government Centre, Regional Library, three
churches and ten businesses.
Following the disaster, the Mayor has been a tireless leader for the
community. She is working closely with the Municipal District of Lesser
Slave River and the Sawridge First Nation as part of a regional tri-council to
develop plans for the long-term recovery of the region.
Karina is also a well-known figure in Canadian media and has given many
addresses regarding the challenges faced by the people of Slave Lake as they
rebuild their town and their lives.
Karina and her husband, Bill own and operate Arcadia Oilfield Services 2000
Ltd. For the past thirteen years, she has also promoted lifelong learning and
increased cultural opportunities in Slave Lake working as a coordinator for
the Slave Lake adult learning council. Having attained a Bachelor of Science
Degree from the University of Alberta, Karina recognizes and promotes
the value and importance of education. She is also a strong advocate for
improving health services and volunteers as a board member for the Lesser
Slave Lake Health Advisory Council. When not working for their business or
community, Karina and Bill enjoy spending time traveling around the world
or resting at their peaceful retreat on the lake.
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Daughter of the Year Award
RENEE
VAUGEOIS
Since 2005, Renée has
served as the Executive
Director of the John
Humphrey Centre
for Peace and Human
Rights, an organization
committed to advancing the principles enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Renée is also the
Founding President of Ainembabazi Children’s Project, a
charitable organization focused on improving the rights
of orphans and vulnerable children affected by AIDS in
East Africa through education, health and community
economic development. Renée is currently a member of
the National Commission for UNESCO in Canada, the
ONEdmonton Leadership Initiative, as well as sitting on
the Board of the South Sudan Development Foundation.
In 2012, she was recipient of the Good Relations Award
from the Aboriginal Commission on Human Rights and
Justice and Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal
Women.

Daughter of the Year Awards sponsored by
Mrs. Dure and Mr. Fred Alam Atiq.

Daughters Day 2012 Program - Page 23

Daughter of the Year Award
RUMANA
MONZUR
Rumana Monzur was
an Assistant Professor
of Dhaka University,
a Fulbright scholar
and a graduate
student in Political
Science from University
of British Columbia.
In June 2011, she was
brutally attacked and blinded by her then-husband at the
time during a visit to her home country Bangladesh. Her
husband assaulted her because she wanted to continue
higher education in Canada against his wishes. He
justified this assault to the Bangladeshi media by
alleging that Rumana had been unfaithful. Her case
caught widespread media attention around the world
due to ongoing domestic violence against women
in Bangladesh and violation of the fundamental right of
education. Rumana returned to Vancouver in July 2011
for further treatment but surgeries in both her eyes were
unsuccessful, leaving not much hope for her to see ever
again. Still, she is a mother (to a daughter), a student,
and an inspiration, encouraging other women to leave
abusive relationships.
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Daughter of the Year Award
FAYE

DEWAR

Faye Dewar is a proud
Métis woman. She grew up
in a home with addiction
and abuse throughout her
childhood. Faye is a single
mother who raised two
children. She has a great
love for her grandchildren
and extended family. Faye
has a Degree in Indian Social Work. She works as a Health
Advocate at the Boyle McCauley Health Centre. Faye is
also the owner of a business called Missing Links Home
Service that she started in 2008. She volunteers as the
president on the board of NiGiNan Housing Ventures that
is in the process of building an apartment that will provide
a holistic approach in housing and supports for aboriginal
men and women who may have addiction or mental health
issues. Faye also volunteers for the Centre for Equity Rights
for All, on their National Working Group (which is now
called Women Housing Equality Network), Grassroots
Organization Operating in Sisterhood, and Institute for the
Advancement for Aboriginal Women. Her focus and goals
have always been to make the world a kinder and gentler
place for all - through laughter, not taking no for an answer,
by working with others, by sharing, and by giving all she
can give so others can have what she has.
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Community Engagement Sessions

On March 8, 2012 (International Women’s Day) singer/
songwriter Phyllis Sinclair joined us for an intimate
evening of performance and conversation at The Carrot
Community Coffeehouse. As well, this event featured
a session of “Ask Your Auntie” from the Aboriginal
Women’s Professional Association. In the Aboriginal
community, the Auntie is a mentor. Our guest “Aunties”
answered questions from the audience about life and
relationships.
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Community Engagement Sessions

Our second community engagement session was held on
May 11 from 6-8 p.m. at NorQuest College to coincide
with Mother’s Day. The theme was “Rebuilding Lives:
Stories of Success and Struggle of Immigrant Women in
Edmonton.” Moderated by Women of Vision producer
Leslie MacDonald, our panel included Mona Gill (officer
with EPS); Mona Ismaeil (Internet entrepreneur and expert
on Islam and fashion); and, Primrose Igonor (activist and
expert on immigrant issues). We also had a feature talk from
Jan Fox (Executive Director of REACH Edmonton Council
for Safe Communities).

Daughters Day Advisor y Commit tee
Dr. Jodi Abbott
Sonia Bitar
Anne Marie Decore
Linda Duncan, MP
Dr. Raj Pannu
Dr. Fern Snart
Rose Marie Tremblay
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Daughters Day Founding Members
The following people and businesses contributed the
initial funds needed to make Daughters Day happen.
Madhu and Sundri Bhambani		
Edmonton
Dure and Fred Atiq			
Edmonton
Lynn and Scott Kiser			
Calgary
Russell A. Flint				Edmonton
Mrs. Carol J. Flint
Mrs. Sushma Joshi/Mr Shyam Joshi		
Winnipeg
Mr. James Edwards			
Edmonton
Boota Singth/Kanti Singh			
Edmonton
Rajinder and Swinder Pannu 		
Edmonton
Homi Lakra 				
Toronto
Salma and Dr. Zaheer Lakhani		
Edmonton
Rakesh and Janak			
Edmonton
Arti and Dr. Arvind Koshal			
Edmonton
Nazir Mulji				Edmonton
Doug Johnston 				
Winnipeg
Mrs. Chander and Daya Gupta 		
Winnipeg
Mrs. Parkash and Barinder Pannu		
Edmonton
Mrs. Nasim and Dr. Nizar Kherani 		
Edmonton
Mrs. Pancy and Dr. Davinder S. Rehsia
Winnipeg
Mrs. Benu Bawa and Sant Bawa		
Edmonton
J.A. (Jerry) Naqvi 			
Edmonton
Ram K. Agrawal 				
Winnipeg
Urmila and Naresh Rastogi 		
Edmonton
Sarjiwan K. Khullar 			
Devon
Mrs Mary O’Neill and John O’Neill		
St Albert
Mrs. Paramjit and Baljinder Josan		
Edmonton
Kiran and Anil Chhiber			
Edmonton
Mrs. Shenaz and Azim Jeraj		
Sherwood Park
Mrs. Virendra and Kuldip Delhon		
Edmonton
Mrs. Anjana Singh and Balbir G Singh
Winnipeg
Mrs. Yasmin and Nadir Jivraj		
Edmonton
Mahendra PS Bhatia/Ravinder Bhatia
Calgary
Jitendra Shah				Edmonton
Living Sounds Hearing Centre		
Edmonton
Joginder Nagpal/Gita Nagpal		
Edmonton
Rajiv Malhotra (Malhotra & Co.)		
Edmonton
Manisha and Arun Mehta			
Edmonton
Mrs. Monica and Amar Bhasin		
Edmonton
Mrs. Karen Faulkner and Michael Faulkner Edmonton
Harchand Grewal and Kulwant Grewal
Edmonton
Didar S. Pannu and Devinder Pannu
Edmonton
Mrs. Krishna and Radhey Gupta		
Edmonton
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Daughters Day Supporting Organizations
Be sure to visit the information tables of these organizations:
Alberta Human Rights Commission www.albertahumanrights.ab.ca/
Aboriginal Women’s Professional Association www.awpa.ca
Canadian Multicultural Education Foundation www.cmef.ca
Changing Together www.changingtogether.com
City of Edmonton www.edmonton.ca
Edmonton Immigrant Services Association www.eisa-edmonton.org
Indo-Canadian Women’s Association www.icwaedmonton.com
John Humphrey Centre for Peace & Human Rights
www.jhcentre.org
Mahatma Gandhi Canadian Foundation for Peace www.gandhi.ca
Welcome Centre for Immigrants, Edmonton
Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton www.sace.ab.ca
YWCA www.ywcaofedmonton.org

Daughters Day Founding Members
Gurcharan Singh Bhatia
Charan Khehra		
Gurvinder S. Bhatia
Karen Leibovici		

Jiti Bhatia
Priti and Michael Laderoute
Aimee Hill
Krishen Mehra
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The YWCA Edmonton is proud to support Daughters Day.
In a country as rich and diverse as Canada, it is intolerable
that women and girls face ongoing inequality and abuse. By
celebrating our daughters and recognizing their contributions
and achievements, we can change this. Daughters Day is a
wonderful way to educate community members and decisionmakers about inequalities, human rights abuses and barriers
against women, while working toward their elimination.
YWCA Edmonton believes in building women leaders. In
supporting the dreams and aspirations of our daughters
and encouraging their full participation in society, we make
positive steps toward strong, inclusive communities that
value women’s perspectives.
The YWCA applauds the mandate of Daughters Day to
advance the interests of all our daughters.

Message from Mayor of Slave Lake
I am honoured to be invited to celebrate Daughters Day
as we stand united to empower and embrace women to
reach their dreams. We’ve come a long way in eliminating
injustices against women but unfortunately, this journey is
not over. We can all play a part in helping our daughters
reach their full potential.
Karina Pillay-Kinnee, Keynote Speaker
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Messages
I take my hat off to you and your group of friends for taking
this much needed initiative to bring not only the important
role daughters play in the lives of families and particularly
children but also celebrate their achievements and
successes.
Wish you success in your undertaking and may it blow into a
Canada wide and then on to a world wide movement.
Amin Panju

------------------------As a new father, I’m already amazed daily by the miracle
that is my daughter. I await with all my heart the many years
to come in which my wife and I will learn from our child as
much, if not more, as what we will teach.
Artem Medvedev, PhD candidate, University of Alberta
------------------------I have been invited to give a message honouring the
Celebration of Daughters Day, September 1, 2012.....
It was with some hesitancy when I said ‘yes’ to the request
because my life did not include a daughter or son of my
own.
In the scope of my eighty four years on this planet, my life
included a mother, a sister-in-law, a niece, female cousins
and friends. My grandmothers I did not know or meet.
However those I knew were generous when needed in the
giving of their love, their passion and offering of compassion
when reaching out to one experiencing life’s difficulties.
Where one was or in what circumstance did not matter.
Their instincts were immediate to the cause.
Blessings to All in recognition of Daughters Day, 2012.
Bill Rees
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Although Canada has a strong democracy and superb
Charter of Rights, every Canadian must work vigilantly to
maintain our way of life.
To me, celebration of Daughters Day is one of those
activities that work to uphold our rights; to highlight the need
to think beyond ourselves.
Sadly, everyday, ugly things happen in our nation. These
events at their base are always abrogations of the rights of
others and in particular women and children.
Let everyone pause on Daughters Day and plan an action
to change our society for the better. Let’s work together to
break the cycle of poverty and hopelessness that is both the
cause and the result of disrespectful behaviour.
Dr. John T. Lilley, MD
____________________
I would like to commend the Daughters Day Initiative for
raising the profile and advocating for the importance of
woman in our society. For me the following quote sums up
the importance of daughters and woman:
In the words of the Cheyenne People: “A nation is not
defeated until the hearts of its women are on the ground” but
if this should happen they say, “Then it is done, no matter
how brave its warriors or how strong its weapons”.*
* The Red Road to Wellbriety
Nancy Fraser, Health Care Professional

Daughters Day 2012 Program - Page 32

Messages
As a father to a daughter myself I certainly recognize the
importance of ensuring all daughters have an equal playing
field and have the opportunity to thrive and reach their full
potential. Congratulations to you and everyone involved
for taking to initiative to celebrate the contributions and
achievements of young women.
Nick Parkinson, Not for Profit Sector

____________________

Daughters Day is a positive step in the right direction.
We cannot imprison half of the world’s population in the
medieval thinking. It is done in the name of culture. But the
word culture originates from Cultura, meaning light. Culture
should lead to enhancement rather than denial of choices
and freedoms. All of us should be inspired by the writing of
Kahlil Gibran,
“Your children are not your children
They come through you but not from you
You may give them your love but not your thoughts
You may house their bodies but not their souls.
Prem Kalia, Former High School Teacher
____________________

My heart aches when women particularly young women are
denied choice in the name of traditions. There should be
equal opportunities for both men and women to find their
own paths. We may encourage them, guide them but also
must honour their own choices for selecting whatever they
choose -- career, motherhood, stay-at-home Mums or both,
but must not force our own choices on them. Celebration of
Daughters Day may create a social awakening to enhance
the culture of humanity.
Shashi Kalia, former Social Worker
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The most important gifts we can give to our daughters is belief
in their own power as individuals, belief in their value without
reference to gender, and respect as persons with unlimited
potential.
Deborah Morrison, Social Worker
____________________
Every girl and woman in the world is a daughter. Daughters who
are valued, respected and mentored by society can be the catalyst
for achieving their full potential, enabling them to pass this healthy
legacy forward to future generations of daughters. Increasing our
awareness of the value of daughters would positively impact the
future of every daughter in the world.
Marilyn Marks, Founding Member,
Alberta Grandparents Association, Calgary
____________________
My wife Sarah and I were blessed with a daughter this spring.
We named her Alice and she has already brought great joy to our
home. We had a son (Dexter) in 2009 and we love him very much
too, but having a daughter has led me to reflect on the challenges
still faced by girls and women in our society. Remembering
that every woman or girl is somebody’s daughter is a way of
appreciating the full weight of personhood, and the human rights
and dignity that ought to come with it. So, from our family, and
from me in my official capacity, congratulations to the organizers
for taking the initiative to celebrate Daughters Day.
Don Iveson
Edmonton City Councillor, Ward 10
____________________
What a fabulous idea! As the proud mother of three daughters I’m
delighted to hear about this celebration. Let’s keep their dreams
alive, let’s do all our best to help them achieve their goals.  
Sincerely,
Sonia C. Varela
(French teacher; Early Childhood educator).
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Stop Polygamy in Canada Society wishes to congratulate your
committee on creating this first Daughters Day celebration.
Our organization advocates for the rights of all daughters
negatively impacted by polygamous practices.
We join with you in celebrating the contributions that daughters
make to society.
Sincerely,
Nancy Mereska, President
www.stoppolygamy.com
Polygamy violates human rights
____________________
Congratulations on the celebration of this first Daughters Day.
The organizers and sponsors have recognized that the strength
of our community rests on how confidently our daughters can
face the future, without fear of violence or discrimination. Our task
as political leaders is to remove any remaining barriers to equal
opportunities for women and girls. I salute the aspirations for
equality that have inspired this special day.
- Linda Duncan, M.P., Edmonton-Strathcona
Official Opposition Critic for Public Works & Gov’t Services
____________________
Welcome Centre for Immigrants (WCI) has been serving immigrant
communities for the last fourteen years in South Edmonton
through provisions of settlement, employment services, and social
capital building opportunities to successfully integrate into a new
environment and workplace. Our team highly appreciates efforts
of all volunteers and community groups for their contributions in
creating a just and equitable society for women by recognizing
and celebrating their role. The celebration of Daughters Day
is an important breakthrough towards recognizing women’s
contributions in Canadian society and we are proud to be a part of
it.
Aftab Khan
Manager - Welcome Centre for Immigrants (WCI)
Edmonton
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A Message from the John Humphrey Centre for
Peace and Human Rights
The beauty and innocence of a girl child is precious, yet is often so
fragile. The impacts of all too common gender-based violence wounds
our future women and mothers. Those of us that have grown into
motherhood would likely be able to vouch for a friend who had been
raped growing up or suffered childhood abuse. UNIFEM reports that six
out of every ten women experience physical and/or sexual violence in
their lifetime while around the world, UNFPA indicates that as many as
one in every three women has been beaten, coerced into sex or abused in
some way - most often by someone she knows. These incidents are real
among Canadians today of all backgrounds and abilities. Violence against
our young women knows no borders yet is the one societal downfall that
has an immense impact on the future of our communities.
Daughters grow up to be mothers. They are the keepers of our future.
This is why recognizing daughters through this inaugural Daughters
Day is such an important event. To build a culture of peace and human
rights, daughters need to be acknowledged and respected. The rights of
young girls need to be promoted and protected. This day enables us a
community to stand up as one to wrap our arms around our daughters
to tell them we love them and that they are beautiful. It is also a day
where we stand up to acknowledge that the everyday realities for young
girls today are challenging. It is today where we need to look within the
principles enshrined in important international instruments such as the
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (1979)
and the Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989) and ensure that
without our communities and nation that we strive to embed these values
in our programs, policies, and practices.
Over the past year in Edmonton, we at the John Humphrey Centre
have seen this persistence of gender-based violence in our schools
and communities. Whether a young teen mother, immigrant, refugee,
indigenous, or a daughter living with a disability, the dual pressures
of discrimination are real each day in various ways. It hurts our future
generations but also our community today.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child recognized the unique need
for the special protection of children; young girls hold an important place
in communities and in families. Thank you to the organizing committee
and partner organizations for their commitment in making this day a
reality in Edmonton and for involving us in working together to realize
and advance the rights of young girls and women.
Joan A. Cowling
President, John Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights
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I am grateful that many have worked in the past to
ensure that I could have access to great public education.
However, many women have not been as fortunate as I
have: this is an injustice. We gather to acknowledge that
daughters deserve better and work to build a better world
for us all.

Sarah Hoffman
Trustee for Ward G
Edmonton Public Schools

Daughters Day Sponsors
Cambridge Strategies, Inc. www.cambridgestrategies.com
CBC Edmonton www.cbc.ca/edmonton
City of Edmonton www.edmonton.ca
Civic Service Union 52 www.csu52.org
Dure and Fred Alam Atiq
Edmonton Journal www.edmontonjournal.com
Edmonton Public Library www.epl.ca
Indo-Canadian Women’s Association www.icwaedmonton.com
International Association of Citizens for a Civil Society www.cfacs.org
Mahatma Gandhi Canadian Foundation for Peace www.gandhi.ca
Mondetta Clothing www.mondetta.com
NorQuest College www.norquest.ab.ca
Vinomania www.vinomaniawines.com
Welcome Centre for Immigrants, Edmonton
The Westin Edmonton www.westin.com/edmonton
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Greetings from the
Indo-Canadian Women’s Association
ICWA supports the Daughters Day campaign because it fits the
mandate we stand for which is to publicly acknowledge the
importance of women’s rights and to address the issue of
violence against women in all communities through education and
awareness. We are very pleased to be part of this community led
awareness campaign.

Daughters Day Contact Information
Indo-Canadian Women's Association
9342- 34 Ave. Edmonton, AB T6E 5X8
Phone: (780) 490-0477
Fax: (780) 490-0478
Email: icwaedmonton@yahoo.ca
www.icwaedmonton.com
International Association of Citizens for a Civil Society
www.cfacs.org
(780) 438-4783
Twitter: @CFACS
Daughters Day
Mailing Address: c/o Indo-Canadian Women's Association
Email: daughtersday@gmail.com
Facebook: fb.com/DaughtersDay
Twitter: @DaughtersDay
www.daughters-day.com
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“Women of all ages are among the most vulnerable members of
humanity. In every country, including Canada, they face many
forms of abuse, neglect, poverty, and violence. We condemn
such injustices against women, every one of whom is someone’s
daughter. We seek a better life for them and for everyone,
beginning in our own community.”
- Daughter’s Day Organizing Committee, Edmonton, 2011

Program designed by
Randy Layetzke
email: randystatsman@gmail.com

Front cover artwork © 2012 Roger Garcia
Back cover artwork © 2012 Emma Ronald, age 9
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